
Sermon Christ the King Year B November 24, 2024
 Jesus answered Pilate, “My kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom were from this world, my followers would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from here.”
This Sunday marks the end of our liturgical year.  Next week we begin a new liturgical Year with the start of Advent.  The end of the liturgical year is called the Feast of Christ the King.  It is a time to reflect on the meaning of God’s kingdom.  In the Lord’s Prayer we say, “thy kingdom come.”  This invites God’s kingdom to come in our midst now. Jesus tells us God’s kingdom is already here, right now in this world and it is our job to advance God’s realm…advocating for a world as God intended it to be by champions of justice and truth.  
While the kingdom is here among us now, the kingdom is also yet to come.  In seminary we called it God’s kingdom now and not yet.  God’s realm is present in our midst, but not fully here and we will not experience that until we return to God.
We see and experience the kingdom in glimpses of God’s grace…. experiences so powerful and most often so brief that they catch us and take our breath away.  We remember these moments in our lives as pivotal times…that are so beautiful, so filled with meaning that we carry them with us to carry us throughout our lives.  These moments happen to us as individuals and to us as a community.  They are touchstones and have helped shape our identity our sense of well-being.  
These moments are stories that go with them where God was so clearly present and came near.  And, often these stories begin with a story of pain and loss that is transformed into redemption and beauty.

I want to share what happened to me and our vestry just this past week on retreat that was a God moments for me.  We did a day long retreat at our Cathedral in Hartford.  It was to begin to imagine transition as my retirement looms a few of years down the road.  What we did was NOT anything our vestry members had expected.  We each wrote the stories of three generations of our families… the story of our grandparents, of our parents and our own lives.  
What happened amazed me and I believe most of us.  We opened up to each other in ways one rarely sees at church.  We delved into those histories and telling of our stories.  We touched something in us… something caught in our throats or tears wanted to come and most of us had to pause and take a breath in telling our story.  


We heard common threads about poverty, struggle, pain, there was talk of abuse of alcohol or drugs… and physical or emotional abuse.  None of these kinds of stories surface in casual conversation at community events or most times at church.  Some of the stories even surprised the storyteller.  I came away from that day touched by every one of our vestry members as we made themselves vulnerable to each other in the sacred space of the retreat in which God became truly present.
We realized we are the people we are today… because of those stories and the beauty, pain, and sadness of those who came before us endured.


I see that kind of vulnerability in our weekly book study group exploring the Book of Joy.  When we hit on something poignant in the book, someone will relate it to a personal story and sometime tears will well up in the corners of the eye as we hold that person and their sacred story for a moment.


In today’s gospel we encounter a Jesus who is not a regal king through our limited understanding, but a king who puts it all on the line because he had the courage to so something that is both rare and dangerous in any age.  He had the courage to tell truth to power and they killed him for it.  He spoke directly to the effects on the people due to the policies of the political structure, the effects of oppression of the poor, the sick, those on the margins, those who were outcasts in society.  He became their voice and as has happens throughout history; earthly powers push back and push back hard and people end up dying for the cause of justice.


What our vestry retreat re-introduced us to is a God who tells us in Matthew chapter 25, the things we do to the least in your midst we are do to God… what we do… we do directly to God.  So, when we feed or cloth those who need it or speak out for those who are oppressed, we are doing it directly to God.  That is what the kingship of Jesus is all about.


Jesus ends this gospel passage with the words, “You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.”  The next line Pilate says to Jesus is “What is truth.”


My friends, truth-telling is gospel work, it is the work of followers of Jesus, it is the commandment of Jesus.  It is the fundamental work of the church to speak out and challenge wrongs when they occur in the polis (the city).  It is politics in the truest sense the hard work if the community working for the common good.

We live in a time when truth is in doubt all around us… as if it is a commodity to be molded and manufactured.  Yet, if we listen to Christ the King, truth is real and truth-telling is everything… and it comes at a price.

We have before us today, NOT a King Jesus entering Jerusalem in glory, but a King who speaks the truth of God.  Jesus a king who put it all on the line regardless of the consequences, a king who shows us what God really looks like… someone who will not sit idly by when the widow, the orphan or the alien in our midst is marginalized or objectified.  
This is the work as a follower of Christ.  What I believe our vestry got a glimpse of this week is the true role of the church is not to merely worship Jesus as God on a Sunday morning, but to have the courage to follow Christ the King as the suffering, self-offering Christ every day.  
And, it begins with deep intentional listening to one another and our stories.  It is the hard work… to become the people of God. 
On Thursday night I attended the Greater Hartford Interfaith Action Alliance (GHIAA) power summit.  About 1000 people gathered to demand action by our political leaders to address the social, economic, and systemic causes that continue to increase poverty, disenfranchise those on the margins and discriminate against certain groups in society because of race, gender, orientation, their homes of origin or just because they are poor and have no power.  Legislators were asked to commit themselves to passing legislation so evictions cannot happen on a whim because a landlord simply wants more money; to support affordable housing projects across the state; to look again at some of the fiscal guardrails that have amassed an enormous surplus and take a portion of it to address the social problems and inequities that are growing.  And the 1000 members of over 60 congregations agreed to commit themselves to better understanding issue of difference and lean how to make changes to create a more inclusive understanding environment in this time of deep division.
Baptism….

Christ is indeed King.  God has entered the human story as we say in our Eucharistic prayer “to live and die as one of us to reconcile us to you God and Father of all.”  May Christ the King move you and me to follow in this pathway, knowing we are following the way of Christ the King will lead through pain, suffering and loss into eternal life.  Amen.
PAGE  
2

