Sermon 7th Sunday of Easter May 16 2021
This time of year we see new life all around us.  It is also a time that marks endings.  For young people graduating high school there is an ending as well as a beginning.  For those planning weddings, it is a time of ending of a life as a single person and entering married life.  Life is largely marked by moments that are simultaneously endings and new beginnings.  These moments create defining moments in our lives.  
These defining moments aren’t so much a way of marking time or remembering an event. They are those threshold moments that calls into question everything: priorities and values, the way we live and relate to one another, the things that truly matter, where we want to invest our time and energy, how we want to be in this world, what we want from life. Defining moments are those moments when life gets really real. They hold before us questions about who we are, who we want to be, what we’ve done, and whether our life matters and makes a difference. I think that’s what’s happening with Jesus in today’s gospel. 
Today’s passage is known as Jesus’ High Priestly Prayer.    It is the prayer of Jesus ending a lengthy teaching during his final meal with his disciples known as His farewell discourse.  The teaching and prayer are just before Jesus’ arrest in the garden of Gethsemane.  It is called the High Priestly Prayer because Jesus prepares to offer himself as a sacrifice for the sins of the world and he intercedes for his disciples the same way that the high priest intercedes for the people of Israel.
In this prayer Jesus is preparing his disciples for their life in the world without his physical presence.  
He prays for them and assures them that they will be protected. He will be leaving the world soon, and he wants them to know they will not be abandoned.
Jesus gives them a message on how to survive. First, he stresses "oneness." The only way to withstand the fierce elements of the world is to stay together. Jesus says our greatest threat is divisiveness or disunity. Without "oneness" we will perish or become "worldly."  He is not saying that we must have the same opinion on things, but we are to remain united. As a Roman priest friend of mine once told me, being a member of a family means you may not always get along but you still show up together for dinner.
Secondly through this prayer Jesus reminds his followers to maintain relationship with God and with one another. Relationships are the key to survival. Just as those with addictions need a support group, people of faith need to stay connected.  That’s why it’s so critical now that we start coming back to our traditions.  It is so important in difficult times like we had with the pandemic in recent years.  Our ability to continue our community events these past few years of COVID shows just how important maintaining those relationships within the parish and with those coming to us is to the health of our community.
Thirdly, Jesus tells his followers that we still must live in the world. Therefore, we should use the resources we have to help us witness to the gospel. Using the tools of society doesn’t mean we have sold out to society. It means we are taking advantage of all available resources to be faithful to the task of building the kingdom.   
This includes engaging in the issues of our day through advocating justice, engaging in the political process to advance systemic changes, and joining others to advance God’s kingdom.  It means using the abundance of gifts we’ve been given and putting them in the service of the mission of God.
Finally, Jesus places the future of the faith community in God’s care. Jesus prays God will be present in the life and mission of the faith community. Although we are called to live in the world we are not outside the protective care of God. Our lives may take us to distant corners of the earth but we are never out of God’s reach.  We may stumble and fall, make terrible mistakes, do terrible things to one another, we may suffer in body, mind and spirit, but through it all God is with us.
The context for Jesus’ prayer isn’t a simple, “Dear God, please help me with...” It’s a bit rambling and circuitous. It’s confusing. It’s hard to understand. It moves back and forth and folds in on itself. It’s as much about him as it is the disciples. 
Haven’t you had those kind of conversations? I have. They are the conversations in which we are thinking out loud, wrestling with life, making statements, asking questions. The conversation goes in all sorts of directions. It circles back on itself. Sometimes it makes no sense. We often contradict ourselves. It’s anything but linear and straight forward. We’re listening to ourselves as we talk and trying to get clarity and come to terms with what’s happening within us. Sometimes they are conversations with a friend. Other times they are prayers to God.
Jesus’ prayer isn’t so different from the way I’ve prayed many times and the way I suspect you also have sometimes prayed. It sounds to me like there is a thread of grief running through the prayer. 
It sounds to me like Jesus is trying to get some clarity and work out his life, what he’s done and what is coming next. It sounds to me like Jesus has come to the defining moment his life, and more often than not defining moments are places of prayer.   
As I said, we all come to those defining moments in our lives. It might be a heart attack, the death of a loved one, a divorce, the loss of job, a shattered dream, an aging body, a disappointment in a relationship. But it might also be a graduation, a marriage, the birth of a child or a grandchild, a retirement, an unexpected opportunity. In some way our lives are a series of defining moments. Every one of us could look back and see the defining moments in our life; the questions that were raised, the choices made, the struggles faced, and the ways in which our life changed. 
defining moments frame the human condition and our struggle to be authentic, faithful, and whole. In that regard Jesus isn’t different from us as we often think or want him to be. Today we see the human Jesus standing in solidarity with us and our humanity. Today we see the human Jesus working out his life. And who among us doesn’t know what that’s like? We all do. We all struggle to work out our life.
So tell me. What are you working out today? What is the defining moments running through your life? What are you doing with it?
I can’t tell you what to do with those defining moments. I don’t have your answers. But I’ll tell you this. I am struck by what Jesus doesn’t do. He doesn’t isolate or close in on himself. He doesn’t get angry or resentful. He doesn’t resist or fight back. He doesn’t run away or try to escape. He doesn’t complain about or deny the reality of what is happening. 
Instead, he faces his life. He’s in touch with his humanity. He feels what he feels. He grieves. He weeps. He gathers with his friends. He prays. He lives with a faith that Easter is always on the other side of the dividing line.  This is how Jesus lived and so may we live in this belief… Easter is always on the other side.  Amen.
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